                                                                                   Certificate in TEFL: Module 8 Assignments


Module 8: Formal Written Assignments


Methodology Unit 1

1. The stages below are steps in a reading comprehension lesson based on a short newspaper article about the introduction of American football into Australia ("American Football Does Not Travel Well"). Put the steps into a logical order.

6
After allowing seven minutes for the students to read, the teacher checks their 

answers.

1
The teacher illustrates and checks the meaning of: American football, soccer, 


a fan, popular.

3
The teacher sets two questions: "Which sport is the article about?" / "Which

country is the article about?"

2
Students in pairs tell each other about their favorite sports.

5
The teacher sets six questions about the text: for example, "How many people 

now watch American football games on Australian TV?"

4
The teacher gives students two minutes to read the text and then elicits the answers.
______________________________________________________________________________

Methodology Unit 2

1.  Name a technique that you could you use to show the difference in politeness between "Put it down," "Please put it down" and "Would you mind putting it down?" 

Time-lines

2.   How would you illustrate the meaning of the words below?

a) a movie

If a VCR is available, say “I’m going to show you a movie” and do so.  (Not part of a vocabulary presentation, but part of a lesson involving the movie).  

b) green

Show several green things (an apple, a piece of green clothing, a book with a green cover)

c) to elope

By the time the students learn this word, they’ll probably know “run away,” “get married,” and “secretly,” so “elope” could be taught by saying that it means to run away and secretly get married.  Otherwise, the teacher could tell a story about two people who wanted to get married but their parents didn’t let them, so they eloped together. (plot summary of part of Romeo and Juliet, perhaps).

d) delighted

time-line (sad, happy, delighted)

e)  to tidy up 

Show a picture of a really messy room and ask what’s wrong with it, then present “it needs tidying up” or “it needs to be tidied up.”

______________________________________________________________________________

Methodology Unit 3

1. Write concept check questions for each of the underlined items in the sentences below. Imagine that you are presenting the items to a Low Intermediate class and so phrase your questions as simply as possible.

a) It's an expensive car.

Does the car cost a lot of money?

b) She's delighted with it.

Does she like it or dislike?  Does she like it, or really like it?  

c) He did it deliberately.

Did he do it?  Did he mean to do it (do it on purpose/try to do it, depending on which phrases the students know)? 

d) She loaned him $100.

Did she give him money?  Does she want it back?

______________________________________________________________________________
Methodology Unit 4

1. Describe a situation that you could use to illustrate the meaning of "should + verb" as used for giving advice.

A friend asks you for advice on what to do on a date (you should wear nice clothes, you should go to a movie, you should tell her she’s beautiful, etc).  

2. Describe a situation that you could use to illustrate the meaning of "didn't mean to + verb" as in "He didn't mean to do it."

If they have the vocabulary, the bricklayer urban legend could be a funny reading exercise to illustrate this (a bricklayer repeatedly injures himself by accidentally dropping things onto himself and falling down things).  (The vocabulary include words like “hold up,” “building,” “rope,” “bricklayer,” etc).  Failing that, a similar story in which a person keeps doing things accidentally would work.

3. Write a short dialogue (of not more than 8 lines) that you could use to introduce and illustrate "to try to + verb" as in "He tried to contact me." Assume that you are presenting the item to a Low Intermediate class and so keep the language simple.

*phone rings*

John:  Hi, is this Ray’s restaurant?

Anna:  This is Anna’s clothing store.  I think you have the wrong number.

John:  I’m sorry.  I’m trying to call Ray’s restaurant.  Do you know the right phone number?

Anna:  I think it’s 222-8628.

John:  Thank you.  I’m sorry to bother you.

______________________________________________________________________________

Language Unit 1

1. For each verb below, write the Past Simple and Past Participle forms.

Past Simple

Past Participle

Swim                                  Swam                                Swum

Run                                      Ran                                    Run

Sell                                       Sold                                      Sold

Go                                        Went                                  Gone

Take                                       Took                                   Taken

Ring                                         Rang                                     Rung

______________________________________________________________________________

Language Unit 2

1. In each sentence below, identify the Tense, the Person and the Form.

Example:  I work hard.
        Present Simple.       Third Person Sing.       Positive Statement




Tense


Person


Form

a) We're leaving.         Present Progressive.   1st person plural.              Positive statement             

b) She has gone.         Present Perfect Simple.   3rd person singular.     Positive statement.

c) Was he driving?    Past Simple.                  3rd person singular.       Wh-question (positive)

d) He won't agree.    Future simple.                3rd person singular.         Negative statement

e) I'll be waiting.         Future progressive       1st person singular           Positive Statement

f) You didn't say.       Past simple                        2nd person                     Negative statement

______________________________________________________________________________

Language Unit 3

1. When two vowels are run together to produce one sound, what is this sound called?

Diphthong

2. What is word stress?

Within a word some syllables are pronounced louder, clearer, and more emphatically than others (in English, this often makes the unstressed vowels shift pronunciation.  

3. What is sentence stress?

Within a sentence,  some words are stressed while others are not, leading to the same results as in the above question.

4. Give two examples of the kinds of words that are usually stressed in English sentences.

Main verbs, direct objects

5. What is intonation?

What Americans call ‘inflection,’ the rising and falling of a speaker’s tone at various points in a sentence (especially the end).

6. When we ask Wh- questions in English, does our voice usually rise or fall at the end of the questions?

Fall.  

Please note that a major written assignment follows this section!

______________________________________________________________________________

Module 8: Major Written Assignment

Important: This assignment will be evaluated for content and for accuracy of expression

(spelling, punctuation, etc.). You should take care to conform to the specified word limit.

On Side 1 of the audiotape that accompanies this course, you will hear Jeff Mohamed give a short lecture on some ways in which TEFL has changed in the past thirty years. Of the changes that he mentions, choose the three that you think are the most important. In each case, describe the change and explain why you think it is so important.  (400-600 words.) 


Of the many changes that Jeff Mohamed outlines in his lecture, the most important involve the ways in which our understanding of the nature of language learning has improved, and the effects that understanding has had on the development of teaching techniques.  The changes from a prescriptive to a descriptive view of language, and from the view of it as primarily habit-formed to primarily creative, brought with them an extraordinary increase in the variety of available classroom activities, including the most interesting and fun types.


30 years ago, language was seen as a static entity mainly expressed in literature.  Language teaching reflected this to a great extent, as students were taught to speak what was effectively formal written English.  They were required to speak only in complete sentences (which is sometimes useful, but rarely advisable), and read mostly literature.  This teaching style produced students who were adept at reading literature, but ignored other forms of language, such as conversations, newspaper reading, music, and other activities more common and useful than literature.  Formal written English is different enough from normal spoken English that I am surprised that the shift in techniques took so long, but now English teaching emphasizes natural use of language in common situations, and produces students who can use English in real-world situations.


The shift from literary to real-world English was accompanied by a shift from a mania for correctness to the understanding that experimentation and practice are the best way to learn languages.  Before the shift, teachers were so afraid of letting mistakes root themselves in their students’ language use that they would forbid all free expression and run very teacher-centered classes mainly consisting of grammar and vocabulary drill, with some receptive skills activities.  The realization that habit-formed mistakes are not the end of the world freed teachers to enact the shift described in the previous paragraph.  Now, classrooms are student-centered and students are encouraged to experiment and express themselves, making mistakes but becoming personally invested in the learning process rather than merely “empty vessels.”


These changes in teaching approach brought with them new classroom activities.  Where classes used to be spent entirely with vocabulary and grammar drills, and reading exercises, stress is now placed not only on learning language items (vocabulary and grammar exercises) and receptive-skills lessons (reading exercises), but on productive skills (speaking and writing).  Students are encouraged to be creative in their use of language in exercises such as role plays, prioritizations, and personalized descriptions.  These activities require students to learn in order to express themselves better, rather than requiring them to learn as an end in itself, and are the activities I remember most fondly from the language classes I took.  I’m sure I’m far from alone in that sentiment.




Your Name: ______________________________________________
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