Fascismpaper4 Psycho

These guys are like a dark, Rumanian version of the Friends of the ABC

380: Iron Guard never became a political party as such, remaining a movement

381: Rumanian nationalism is defensive, like Italy and Germany

382: Another definition of fascism: Reacting to community decline, authoritarian/paramilitary, constitutes an archetype of society as a whole, backwrd-looking (modernism-hating)

382: Lack of political center

383: Parties had no clear ideology and were mainly followers of some leader

384: Iron Guard hated Jews because of their difference, not religion

385: Iron Guard never offered a simple remedy, being too depressed (this, then, explains their never being a political party?)

387: 1920-23: Iron Guard student movement advocating jewish quotas.  1923: League of national Defence, with Cuza.  The shooting incident involved Mota(other founder) shooting a traitorous Guardsman, who had been tried and convicted by a Guard secret tribunal

387: Codreanu had visions of the Archangel Michael, and inducted Mota and others into a secret, traditional Rumanian, mystic communion within the Guard in which they drank each other’s blood

388: “Faith in God; Faith in the Mission; Love for each other; Love for songs” Guard watchwords

388: Guard organized in 7-12 member squads, called nests, above which was a rigid hierarchy

389: Worship of death, and an example of a ritual murder

390: Average age around 20, recruitment focused on those as young as 10

393:  Despite large electoral successes, the Iron Guard remained attractive mainly to the marginal

Men of the Archangel
104: Fascists, as defenders of order, could be sent against other revolutionaries to defend national unity
106: Rumania was so nonwestern that the Guard had to resort to violence to advocate basic western values
107: Iron Guard not terribly bourgeois—“Class Struggle of the Rumanian First-generation Student”
110: Rumanian universities had an 8% graduation rate—outside activity was then common
111: Codreanu defended the Rumanian, but acentralized, historical tradition of Razasi
111: Support came from the really disaffected
114: Cuza and Codreanu split in 1927 over methods, and became bitter rivals. Cuza was more exclusively anti-Semitic and drew power from semiticized regions and regions which, bypassed by railroads, were decaying(like Nazis) “As they come with rails and trains/there is not a song remains!”; Legion drew strength not from decaying regions, but from regions that had failed to benefit at all from economic development ever(116). 116:Cuza was local, constrained to places where anti-Semitism worked, Codreanu natonal
117: Lanc liked more populous areas, Legion more rural
118: Legion divided the country with established left parties, so it took the place of leftist ideology
121: Arguing that fascist parties tended to attract lower-class people, especially when traditional left parties are weak
122: Are lower-class people not in existing left political structure unusually reactionary? (True in Rumania at least that political culture was hypocritical and, seeing a better way, Codreanu demanded honesty). Argues no, just disillusioned and nationalist, not internationalist (but why?)
124; Argues that Fascism is a revolt against the same things as leftism, but with different means and goals—where the left is not, fascism picks up the slack

5 Stages of Fascism
3: Fascism is different in every country, based on that country’s culture, as it draws its strength from its understanding of its culture
6: Aspects of Fascsm: Primacy of the group over individual, belief that the group is victimized and that such status justifies any action against the perceived oppressors, dread of decadence from individualism and cosmopolitanism, association of community members with brotherhoods bound together with conviction and/or violence, hypergroupism in which the grandeur of the group raises self-esteem, strict hierarchy of (male) leaders, and aesthetic pleasure in violence
7: all else can be sacrificed to unity once fascists are in power 
8: Conservative revolution: “if we want things to stay as they are, things will have to change.”
11: Five stages: Creation, Becoming Political Parties, Coming to Power, Exercising Power, Decline
11: Stage 1: Disillusion with democracy, national syndicalism unable to find legitimate political space between Left and Right
13: Stage 2: Requires a weak democratic state in disorder and likely to remain so
14: Germany and Italy had paramilitaries put down the agricultural strikes—France used the official cops
16: Stage 3: Fascism coming to power must be by means of political process—coups only alienate the army (see Rumania), and mass action favors the Left’s larger mass. Those that take power do so in alliance with the Right, to defend their shared interests
18: Stage 4: Fascism in power continues to mobilize the people even as its goals shift to include those of its conservative partners (there is a struggle at the top for influence between conservatives, army, and fascists)
20: Stage 5: fascism can either radicalize further (Germany) or lapse into authoritarianism (Italy)

Splintered Classes

177-78: Romanian students, offended by bad facilities, reacted by wanting to expel foreigners

Cultural Politics

10-11: “The Rumanian peasant was the common denominator of all the provinces”

18: “We have made Rumania.  Now we must make Rumanians.”  The goal of creating Rumanian elites in the new provinces

216: Ethnic Chauvinism among Rumanians going back to the 1870s

239: Rumanian peasant children going to universities saw Jewish wealth, meager as it was, as privilege

246: (splintered classes, 177-78)

256: Codreanu (Iron Guard founder)’s origins

280: Codreanu’s trial in 1924 for assassinations: rise as a symbol

287-88: Founding of the Iron Guard

295: Iron Guard seizing political power

“Will You Join in Our Crusade?”  The Reactionary ‘Friends of the ABC’

I: The Foundations (“It is time for us all to decide who we are”)

1: The university culture that Codreanu came out of (people not graduating, politics, etc) (Men of the Archangel110, Splintered Classes177, Cultural Politics239)

2: The political culture of Rumania in the 1920s (Psycho381-3, Men of the Archangel106) 


3:  The founding of the Order and its nature (the blood rituals) (Psycho385, 387-390, Men of the Archangel 107, 111, 122, 124, Cultural Politics256, 280, 287) 

II:  The Movement (“Will you give all you can give so that our banner may advance?”)


1: Iron Guard methods for winning over the peasantry(Men of the Archangel111, 114, those quotes about doing work for the peasants)


2: Iron guard violence (and their turning themselves in after) (Psycho389, those quotes about that)


3: Politics:  Guard vs the Cuzists, lack of political goals(Psycho384(anti-Semitism) 385, 393, Men of the Archangel114, 116-118, Cultural Politics 295) 


4:  Paxton:  Do stages 1 and 2 fit? (Psycho382, Men of the Archangel104, 122-24, Paxton3, 6, 8, 11, 13)  



I: Definitions of Fascism



II:  Does the Iron Guard fit?

III: In Power (“Let them come in their Legion and they will be met!”)


1: The Night of the Vampires and the first dissolution (Cultural Politics)

1: The fall of King Karol (Cultural Politics)


2: What the Legionnaires did in power (the rise of the violent trend after Codreanu’s fall) (Ends of articles)


3:  The fall of the Guard at Hitler and Ionescu’s hands (Ends of articles)


4:  Paxton:  Do stages 3-5 fit? (Paxton, 16-20)

IV:  What sort of fascists are these?  (“Let the wine of friendship never run dry”)

