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Week 11 notes
Knox
1: Definitions of fascism: Marxist”open terroristic dictatorship of the most reactionary, chauvinistic, and imperialistic elements of finance capital.” Modernization theory: “Mass-mobilizing developmental dictatorships under single-party auspices.”
2: Dislikes Mason, arguing that Nazism, far from being self-destructive, was effective enough(missing the point—the system was self-destructive, not the state)
4: Dislikes modernization theory, claiming that modernization had already happened in Germany by 1933

The idea of late nationalism: Rumania, Hungary, Germany, an Italy all nationalized late and from above. 

7: Mussolini: Life is struggle. 
11: Hitler: Life is racial struggle (Aryans vs all, esp. jews, like Marx was proletariat vs all) with a millenarian end

Knox argues that both Mussolini and Hitler had coherent basic principles from the start
17: Mussolini: Class struggles between nations
19: Mussolini: Italy needs free access to the oceans, “A nation without free access to the sea cannot be considered a free nation.”

21: Hitler: Egalitarianism of opportunity, not class equality
25: Hitler, from 1922, wanted to take on Russia with English help; French occupation of the Ruhr led him to put France first
29: Germans had antidemocratic traditions, barbarossa, Frederick the Great, the 1st and 2nd Reichs, the Teutoburger Wald, “waiting for a Fuhrer.” Also, ideological nationalism was much stronger in Germany
44: Mussolini: War is linked to revolution, indeed the only way to it
47: Success in Ethiopia, like Hitler’s in the Rhineland, cowed opposition
53: Says that Hitler had his Poland war plan planned far in advance, before he was forced to by events, and that working-class Ruhr miners had lower absentee rates in 1938 than in 1929.(what does this show?) (see mason 47)
54: Says that the “crisis” was due to Hitler’s raising arms requirements and buildings (well, true, but the “plunder economy” theory is still true)
The attacks on France were Hitler’s idea alone
57: Final Solution launched by Hitler because he sensed defeat after the failure at Moscow

Mason
Some Origins
35: Reiteration of the plunder argument: The Nazi movement was becoming slack and sated, and needed to expand or fail
45: German economy was huge relative to E/F: 1.5 times military expenditure, 1.25 times steel, autarky. Only in 1939, as a reaction to Bohemia, did Britain raise its expenditures
47: Germans were getting guns instead of butter—63% of the economy was consumer spending. Also: Signals of german plans for war—autarky in mid-30s
(Internal Crisis)
104: Argument that full Autarky required owning Central Europe, because only then could Germany hold off everyone else—thus, the invasion of Poland started too soon
106: Economics was in trouble, as debt interest was piling up by 1939—perhaps they couldn’t wait for 1942-3 when industry would be ready
110: Shortages of materials like gasoline, etc, meant that either consumer or military had to be restricted, or war
112: Agriculture was severely undermanned as wages worked against it—needed to halt industry or import foreign workers 9shortage of 1 million)
115: Hitler’s economic blinders: Machine tools industries losing workers to munitions plants
122: 1939: Wages cut 10%, prices sought to fall too. Complete failure, led to drastically lowered productivity. Labor was hurt as well by massive departure of women, as the government offered war benefits
124: No actual plan for a long war (requiring too many unpopular moves), no stocks of ammunition or logistical supplies. Once plundering began, there was no need to go to a war economy
125: Plunder was needed to patch the holes in the economy, supplying raw materials, manufacturing supplies, food, and workers.
126: the redistribution of resources necessary to fight a war was nearly impossible to enact
127; Hitler in 1939: “We’re done if we don’t fight and win now”

Historiography: Perhaps the view that Hitler wasn’t on his last legs is promulgated by historians who don’t want to draw the conclusion that by backing down in 1939, and by failing militarily in 1940, England and France lost a very good chance to destroy Nazism then and there.

299: either peace and reformatting of the eonomic system or expansionist war could save Germany, but one had to happen
303: Examples of actual bottlenecks and crises: the raw materials shortage after the 1938 production explosion



Smelser
33: Modernization: replacing of organic associations(kinship, viallge, guild) with functional (unions, etc) and impersonal
35: The nazi system was predisposed to challenge borders, as a way to allow their own competition to spill over to the point where there was enough room--7 foreign ministers, each with a regional informal bailiwck

The spirit of revolution encouraged Nazi politicians to think big

38: Hitler encouraged this state of affairs as it allowed him to test ideas without being personally implicated

German Women For Empire
173: Weimar full of colonial literature and pining for "good old days"
175: After WWI, women's sphere work was the only way to maintain contact with the Germans in the old colonies
178: Post-1919 work overseas was with "germans" who could be repudiated for insufficient Germanness rather than with territories

Weindling:
46: Louse and parasite scares arose in investigations of unknown causes of diseases, whose origins were given nationalist explanations
145: Germans were annoyed by Allied intervention against disease in Poland
272: Resettlement and ghettoization justified by reference to epidemics



Thursday
Payroll Office: W-2s
Mall: Mathichg black/peach/lilac
CP+P: Resume, Cover Letter
Continue alum dirctory
Gradschols 

And once this division of humanity into higher and lower categories shifted from a theoretical, ideological plane to the concrete practice of daily conduct, there was little reason to object to mass killings and all other forms of maltreatment, exploitation, and enslavement”
.

--Matt

It should also be noted that many of these goals(Saar, League, Rhineland, Munich, Austria) did not seem radically unreasonable even to many outside of Germany. Many Europeans, for instance, were sympathetic to German claims that the Treaty of Versailles was unfair and needed revision. Taylor argues that many Europeans agreed, at least in theory, that Germans should all be united under one German state
 (Taylor 133). The point is that Hitler’s actions did not themselves seem like necessarily the work of a madman bent on world conquest

--Peter

And yet they were—different ends from same means

Hitler spend the 1930s ridding himself of restraints, culminating in 1939

(We mustn’t forget, however, that they almost made it.  Urge to self-destruction aside, they came within 125 Hurricanes and Spitfires to taking down Britain with them, and then they could have beaten Russia).

David’s Paper

“The terrible results of coddling Eastern natives, who had stabbed Germany in the back after receiving the great gift of Kultur, would not be forgotten.”—David.  Resentment against the Easterners themselves, especially as they’d been given aid by the West.

Could we talk about the Volga germans?

Eastward expansion was a safety valve for the economy, and also for nazis, who could rise outside of the context of the old elites

The resettlement of local Germans:  Why didn’t they leave them where they were as a dominant class?  What was it about the lands they were in that meant they couldn’t stay, or vice versa the lands they moved to?  

In the third, everything is regular save for the ghosts of the war

So I'm just a bit disconcerted by the usual presence of prepositions as prefixes on the journey to Mordor

my life has been googlebombed by an anti-semitic group. Please make lots of long words

� Taylor suggests there were two groups opposed to German irredentism: conservatives like Churchill who thought realpolitik concerns, whether they be in India, Ireland, or Austria, should trump national self-determination, and liberals who supported German unification in theory but not while a fascist dictator was in control (Taylor 132-3). 





