Astronomy 126 – The Interstellar Medium

Fall 2001

Student Presentations

I would like you to pick a topic (from the list below, or suggest something you’re interested in) for an in-class presentation.  I envision 30 minutes with you presenting information most of this time (and answering questions the remainder of the time). You might have some handouts for your classmates (and your professor).   Other than that, there’s nothing to hand in. 

These are topics that we didn’t cover in class.  So, you’ll have to introduce them – basics, context – but any topic will relate in some way to the material we’ve already studied.  

You’ll look up several references for your presentation, probably starting in a textbook.  Don’t hesitate to use real data from texts or papers (or the web?) in your presentation.  One of the two astronomical encyclopedias in Cornell might be a good place to start.  Also, check out my/Eric’s/Meg Spencer’s websites of astronomical resources:

http://hven.swarthmore.edu/resources.html
http://hven.swarthmore.edu/astro1/writing_resources.html
1. http://www.swarthmore.edu/Library/cornell/libraryguides99.htm
And a good general guide to consult is:

2. A Field Guide for Science Writers by Deborah Blum and Mary Knudson 

Potential Topics:

3. Interstellar magnetic fields (Farady rotation, rotation measure)

4. Cosmic rays

5. Molecules

6. Star formation

7. Intergalactic gas

8. Diffuse ionized medium (dispersion measure; diffuse imaging)

9. High velocity clouds
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