Chester Mutual Ministry

Thank you for your interest in the Chester Mutual Ministry. This is a faith-based service program for Swarthmore College students, working with several Christian churches, after-school programs and non-profit organizations in Chester, PA. While there are many opportunities for Swarthmore students to engage in community service, the Chester Mutual Ministry is unique in that it is based on a shared commitment to the Christian faith. We come together as brothers and sisters in Christ to minister to one another, learn from one another, and celebrate the love of God together. 


The city of Chester, just ten minutes from the Ville of Swarthmore, is under stress economically, environmentally and socially. Its public school system is ranked as the worst in the state. The unemployment rate is over three times that of the nation as a whole. Nearly one third of adult residents never graduated from high school. The city is the waste processing capital of Pennsylvania; it treats all of the county’s solid waste and 85% of its sewage. 


While we need to be aware of these bleak statistics, we must also be open to receive from the rich resource of Chester: its people. It is a city that is stocked with churches, from impressive mainline buildings to small storefronts. The many Christian people in Chester are committed to seeing and serving Christ in all people. They will minister to us as much as we will to them. We will face frustrations because of the systemic issues that plague the city, and we will need flexibility, patience and grace to face those issues. At the same time we must be able to let go of our own pre-set assumptions and agendas in order to see the grace of God at work in even the smallest thing we do in God’s name.


It is our hope is that you will decide to commit a few hours a week to the Chester Mutual Ministry. We will work together weekly in the city of Chester, reflect together on our ministry, and worship together regularly. This will require flexibility and openness on all our parts, for we come from many different branches of the Christian communion. Our worship styles are different; our interpretations of Scripture will sometimes vary. Each of us will have our hearts opened and our faith tested. I believe that our partnership with our brothers and sisters in Chester will strengthen our ties with one another there as well as within the Swarthmore Christian community. God willing, we will all grow together in faith and love.

Interest Survey

(This should be filled out and returned either electronically or through campus mail by September 4 to assist us in matching students with programs. Return to Joyce Tompkins -  Bond Hall or jtompki1)

Name:                                                        Year:

Do you plan to be here next semester?      Y        N

Do you have a preference for age group or gender?

What afternoons are you available? (Mon – Thurs)

Evenings?

Do you have your own transportation?


Can you transport others?

Would you be comfortable riding the public bus to Chester?

What previous volunteer experience have you had? (Big Brother; Dare to Soar; tutoring, etc)

Have you had experience in an unstructured after-school program? (describe briefly)

Do you feel you need training?          What kind of training?

Please check off as many skills/interests/hobbies as apply to you. If you feel capable of instructing another person in this, please indicate so.





I have this skill/hobby
I can instruct others
Math 

Reading

Foreign language

   (which ones?)

Computers

Art

Crafts

Instrumental Music 

     (which instruments?)




Survey page two




I have this skill/hobby
I can instruct others
Vocal music

Board games

Chess

Knitting

Cooking

Sewing

Woodworking

Photography

Videojournalism/

   Podcasting

Website design/maintenance

Dance

Basketball

Soccer

Lacrosse

Track

Gymnastics

Yoga

Meditation

Bible stories

Curriculum development

Science (which type?)

Nutrition

Business/Economics

Community organizing

Grantwriting/Fundraising

We will be working with after school programs at Chester Eastside Ministries, God’s House of Glory and Haven of Peace, and St. Luke’s, as well as with the newly organized Chester Coop, a community food coop, market, and educational non-profit organization.

On the back or on a separate piece of paper, please write a brief paragraph in reply to each of the following questions:

Who is Jesus for you?

What do you expect to get from this work?

